
Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 

Township of Ontwa—County of Cass 

Edwardsburg, MI  49112 

 

January 4, 2012 

Members Present: Chris Marbach (Chair), Shane Szalai, Bill Mahaney, Norm Krupp, 

Jim Robinson, Phil Steele and Dawn Bolock. 

Members Absent: Clint Draeger, Richard Bruno, and Marilyn Cobb (Secretary).  

Others Present: Brian Wegener from Williams and Works, Township Trustee Jerry 

Marchetti, Roseann Marchetti, and Paul Sniadecki. 

 

The regular meeting of the Ontwa Township Planning Commission was called to order at 

7 p.m. by Chairman Chris Marbach, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

The minutes of the December 7, 2011 meeting were approved as distributed on motion by 

Norm Krupp, supported by Phil Steele. All in favor. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. ELECTION OF OFFICERS: Jim Robinson made a motion to continue with the same 

officers as 2011, supported by Norm Krupp. (The 2011 officers were: Planning 

Commission Chairman Chris Marbach, Vice-Chair Shane Szalai, and Secretary Clint 

Draeger, with Marilyn Cobb as recording secretary.)  All in favor. Motion carried. 

2. SUBMIT 2011 ANNUAL REPORT: Chairman Marbach presented his draft version of 

the Planning Commission’s 2011 annual report. After discussion and clarification about 

asking the Township Board to appoint someone other than the Planning Commission to 

draft the Township’s Capital Improvement Plan, Jim Robinson moved to approve the 

2011 annual report as presented, supported by Shane Szalai. All in favor. Motion carried. 

3. TIMELINE FOR MASTER PLAN GOALS: After much discussion, the Planning 

Commission generally agreed to complete its ongoing zoning ordinance revisions in the 

next two-three months, and then start tackling the amendments to the zoning ordinance 

required to meet the goals listed on pp. 51-56 of the Master Plan, with a goal of finishing 

them in the following six months. 

OLD BUSINESS:  

1. MINOR ZONING ORDINANCE REVISIONS: Brian Wegener reviewed his proposed 

revisions to the text of the zoning ordinance, including, but not limited to: clarifying 

language on accessory buildings, manufactured homes, home occupations, and 

restrictions on the keeping of animals; banning electrified fences and barbed wire from 

residential districts; and other minor corrections or clarifications. Brian Wegener will 

compile and further refine the Planning Commission’s recommendations and corrections 

to bring back to our February 1 meeting for our review. It was also generaly agreed to 

hold a Public Hearing for the proposed ordinance revisions at our March 7 meeting. 



QUESTIONS/COMMENTS: None. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

1. Milton Township will have the Public Hearing for its proposed Land Use Master Plan 

starting at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, January 9, 2012. 

2. The Edwardsburg Presbyterian Church will host its 3
rd

-Annual Chili Bowl Classic 

Chili-Cook-off Saturday, January 7
th
, from 5-8. For a freewill donation, you get all the 

chili you can eat, drinks and dessert, and two votes for best chili. (Shane Szalai’s chili 

won last year.) All proceeds go to the Edwardsburg Food Pantry. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m. by Chairman Marbach. The next general meeting 

will be at 7 p.m. on February 1 in the Ontwa Township Hall. 

 

 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by: Commissioner Shane Szalai 

 

 

 

 

 

CC: Planning Commission members, Zoning Administrator Wayne Hardin, and Ontwa 

Township Clerk Paula Ralph. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

TOWNSHIP OF ONTWA-COUNTY OF CASS 

EDWARDSBURG, MI  49112 

 

FEBRUARY 1, 2012 

 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Chris Marbach, Shane Szalai, Bill Mahaney, Jim Robinson, Phil Steele, Dawn 

Bolock and Marilyn Cobb. 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  Clint Draeger, Richard Bruno and Norm Krupp. 

OTHERS PRESENT: Roseanne Marchetti, Jerry Marchetti and Paul Sniadecki. 

 

The regular meeting of the Ontwa Township Planning Commission was called to order  by Chairman 

Marbach, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  Minutes of the January 4, 2012 meeting were approved 

on motion by Jim, supported by Bill.  All in favor.   

 

LAND SPLIT:  US 12/Eagle Lake Rd, Tax No. 14-090-012-057-01.  Zoning Administrator has signed off 

but the Assessor has not signed off.  The Survey shows a new division of parcels A, B and C.  On motion 

by Jim that Land Split be approved, contingent on the Assessor signing off.  Supported by Bill.  All in 

favor. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  None. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  New Master Plan is ready for a public hearing. A minor typographical error will be 

corrected.  No further comments.  On motion by Shane that a Public Hearing on the new Master Plan be 

scheduled for March, 2012. 

 

COMMENTS/QUESTIONS:  Remarks were made about new fireworks regulations.  There will be a 

meeting at the Road Commission Office at 7:00 PM, March 29, 2012.  Dawn informed the Board that the 

Chamber of Commerce Annual dinner is February 29
th
 .  Expect an outstanding speaker.   

 

No further business to come before the Board.  Chairman adjourned the meeting.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Marilyn H. Cobb, 

Secretary 

 

CC: Planning Commission members, Zoning Administrator and Ontwa Twp. Clerk. 



Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 

Township of Ontwa—County of Cass 

Edwardsburg, MI  49112 

 

March 7, 2012 

Members Present: Chris Marbach (Chair), Shane Szalai, Bill Mahaney, Norm Krupp, 

Jim Robinson, Phil Steele and Dawn Bolock. 

Members Absent: Clint Draeger, Richard Bruno, and Marilyn Cobb (Secretary).  

Others Present: Brian Wegener from Williams and Works, Building Inspector and 

Zoning Administrator Wayne Hardin, Ladd Howe, Roseann Marchetti, Paul Sniadecki, 

Tom Kendle, and three others. 

 

The regular meeting of the Ontwa Township Planning Commission was called to order at 

7 p.m. by Chairman Chris Marbach, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

The minutes of the February 1, 2012 meeting were approved, with one correction, on 

motion by Jim Robinson, supported by Norm Krupp. All in favor. [The correction was 

that under “Old Business,” the words “Master Plan” should have been “ordinance 

amendments.”] 

LAND SPLIT: Ladd Howe, 70200 Elkhart Rd., requested a land split of his property 

(Tax Roll Parcel Numbers 14-090-016-086-00, and 14-090-016-013-02) because he is 

shutting down his farm business and downsizing, and planning to sell part of his property. 

As Chairman Chris Marbach was the surveyor of record for the split, he excused himself 

from this matter, and Vice Chairman Shane Szalai assumed the Chair. After questions, 

Phil Steele made a motion to approve the land split, supported by Jim Robinson. All in 

favor. Motion carried. 

NEW BUSINESS: None. 

OLD BUSINESS:  

1. MINOR ZONING ORDINANCE REVISIONS:  

Chairman Marbach opened a Public Hearing on proposed revisions to the text of the 

zoning ordinance, including, but not limited to: clarifying language on accessory 

buildings, manufactured homes, home occupations, and restrictions on the keeping of 

animals; banning electrified fences and barbed wire from residential districts; and other 

minor corrections or clarifications. 

Several residents were concerned about restricting wire fences in property zoned 

residential, but used for farming (Section 3.13 Fences and Walls). As it was not the 

Planning Commission’s intention to restrict currently-existing agriculture, it was 

generally agreed to add an exception to the Section 3.13 (i) to allow existing fences to 

remain on property zoned residential but currently used for agriculture. 



There was also much discussion about Section 3.17 Keeping of Animals, which provides 

standards for how many non-household animals are permitted on parcels of land of 

various sizes. It was generally agreed that the standards were primarily intended for 

smaller parcels of land. However, while the existing ordinance has no restrictions on the 

number of animals allowed on parcels larger than 20 acres, that had been removed in the 

ordinance revisions. After much discussion, Phil Steele made a motion to add back in the 

previous exemption to the standards for parcels 20 acres and larger, supported by Shane 

Szalai. Motion carried, 6-1, with Norm Krupp voting no. 

Norm Krupp made a motion to close the Public Hearing, seconded by Jim Robinson. All 

in favor. Motion carried. Norm Krupp then made a motion to approve the Zoning 

Ordinance amendments, as corrected, and send them on to the Cass County Planning 

Commission for their review, supported by Jim Robinson. All in favor. Motion carried. 

2. SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE AMENDMENT: A Public Hearing was held on 

amending the subdivision ordinace by replacing “County Drain Commissioner” with the 

term “County Water Resources Manager” to reflect the current terminology. After no 

public comments, Jim Robinson made a motion to close the Public Hearing, seconded by 

Bill Mahaney. All in favor. Motion carried. After no discussion, Bill Mahaney made a 

motion to approve the amendment, seconded by Phil Steele. All in favor. Motion carried. 

3. TIMELINE FOR MASTER PLAN GOALS: After much discussion, the Planning 

Commission generally agreed to accept Brian Wegener’s suggestion that he prepare an 

outline for the Planning Commission to follow as it prepares to implement the goals listed 

on pp. 51-56 of the Master Plan, with a goal of finishing them in the following six 

months. Brian will present this outline at the Planning Commission’s April 4 meeting. 

It was also generally agreed that Paul Sniadecki would gather input from township 

residents, most specifically lakefront property owners, and then present ideas to preserve 

and improve “Water Quality” (pp. 55-56) at the Planning Commission’s May 2 meeting.  

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS: None. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

1. On Thursday, March 29 at 7 p.m. at the Cass County Road Commission Building, the 

Cass County Planning Commission will hold a 20-year visioning session for Cass 

County. All are welcome to give their input. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m. by Chairman Marbach. The next general meeting 

will be at 7 p.m. on April 4 in the Ontwa Township Hall. 

Minutes respectfully submitted by: Commissioner Shane Szalai 

CC: Planning Commission members, Zoning Administrator Wayne Hardin, and Ontwa 

Township Clerk Paula Ralph. 






























