
 

Ontwa Township Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes 
January 18, 2022 

 Minutes 
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Call to Order:  The regular monthly meeting of the Ontwa Township Board was called to order by 

Supervisor Jerry Marchetti at 7:00 pm on Jjanuary 18, 2022.  

Pledge of Allegiance:  

Roll Call: Supervisor Jerry Marchetti, Clerk Tina VanBelle, Treasurer Sharee Leist, Trustees Dan 

Stutsman, Jeff Kozinski and Dawn Bolock were present.  Absent: Trustee Meryl Christensen. 

Approval of Agenda: Trustee Stutsman made a motion to approve the agenda, second by Trustee 

Kozinski.  All in favor, motion passed. 6 ayes 0 nays.  Absent: Trustee Christensen 

Public Comment: Scott McCall and Jill Meuninck both spoke about the safety issues concerning ice 

retardant systems. 

Approval of Consent Agenda: Treasurer Leist made a motion to approve the consent agenda, second by 

Trustee Kozinski. Motion passed on a roll call vote, 6 ayes 0 nays. Absent: Trustee Christensen. 

 

Commissioner’s Report: Free Covid Testing still available on Mondays from 7:00 am – 3:30 pm and 

Wednesdays from 1:00-7:00 pm in Dowagiac at Ascension Borgess Lee. Edwardsburg Food Panty gave 

out 137 Thanksgiving boxes and 157 Christmas boxes of food to families in need.  Winter nights have 

begun at Lawless Park from 5:00 – 9:00 pm. The County has three openings on the EDC board which 

meets 4 times a year.  The next BOC meeting is January 20, 2022, at 5:00 pm.  

 

Committee Board Reports: 

Zoning Administrator: LeRoy Krempec: John Hanson, Deputy Zoning Administrator updated the Board 

that they are working on Short Term Rentals.  

Wastewater: Brigid Forlenza: Had several Emergency call outs in the last month.  Attended a Public 

Works meeting because WW was out of spec, fined $300.00.  Putting in new generator at C2 – May St. 

Ambulance: Trustee Stutsman: Bylaws need updated.  Need Incorporation papers, re writing interlocal 

agreement.  125 runs, 45 were emergency runs, the rest were transfers. 

Police: Trustee Christensen: Brigid Florenza stated Chief applying for grant.  Getting new Body Camera 

and New Modem for Police.   

Buildings & Grounds: Trustee Christensen: No Report.  

Planning Commission: Trustee Bolock: Approval of Annual Report.  Land Division on Sherman Rd.  

Interest in Rezoning near the Sports complex in beginning stages. 

Township Roads: Trustee Kozinski: January 27th at 6:00 pm informational meeting with Road 

Commission Joe Bellina on Elkhart Rd connector path.  Potholes getting bad due to weather.   

Fire Board: John Bossler:  No Report. 

 

Old Business: Ferndale Park Sea Wall:  Two Bides.  Boulderman Landscaping, McCall’s Outdoor 

Chores.  Trustee Bolock made a motion to go with lower bid of Boulderman Landscaping.  Seconded by 

Trustee Kozinski.  Motion passed on a roll call vote, 6 ayes 0 nays. Absent: Trustee Christensen. 

 

New Business: 

Wastewater Fence Quotes C2 & B3:  Trustee Stutsman made a motion to approve C2-May St Custom 

Fence Quote not to exceed $10,500, seconded by Clerk VanBelle.  Passed on a roll call vote, 6 ayes 0 

nays. Trustee Stutsman made a motion to approve B3-Island Drive Fence Quote J.C. Fencing Quote not 

to exceed $13,500, seconded by Trustee Kozinski.  Motion passed on a roll call vote, 6 ayes 0 nays. 

Absent: Trustee Christensen. 

Planning Commission Annual Report: Clerk VanBelle made a motion to approve the Planning 

Commission Annual Report, seconded by Trustee Bolock.  Motion Passed 6 ayes 0 nays.  Absent: 

Trustee Christensen. 

Wage Committee: A non-agenda item was brought up by Trustee Bolock concerning the wage 

committee. Discussion concerning wage committee was had. Supervisor Marchetti suggested 

discontinuing this year’s wage committee with an across the board percent increase. Jeff Kozinski made a 

motion to continue this year with a wage committee, seconded by Trustee Bolock.  Motion passed on a 
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roll call vote, 4 ayes Trustee Kozinski, Trustee Bolock, Trustee Stutsman, Treasurer Leist. 2 nays Clerk 

VanBelle and Supervisor Marchetti. Absent: Trustee Christensen. 

Announcements: Next regular Township Board meeting will be February 14th, Wastewater Board 

Meeting January 26th, Planning Commission February 2nd.   

 

Adjourn: Trustee Stutsman made a motion to adjourn, second by Treasurer Leist.   Meeting adjourned at 

8:00 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

_______________________________                                  Date Approved: _______________ 

 

Tina VanBelle, Ontwa Township Clerk 
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Call to Order:  The regular monthly meeting of the Ontwa Township Board was called to order by 

Supervisor Jerry Marchetti at 7:00pm on March 14, 2022.  

Pledge of Allegiance:  

Roll Call: Supervisor Jerry Marchetti, Clerk Tina VanBelle, Treasurer Sharee Leist, Trustees Meryl 

Christensen, Dan Stutsman, and Dawn Bolock were present.   Trustee Jeff Kozinski arrived at 7:01  

Approval of Agenda: Trustee Stutsman made a motion to amend the agenda and add Ambulance 

Budget as item 9 in New Business, second by Treasurer Leist. All in favor, motion passed. 7 

ayes 0 nays. Trustee Stutsman made a motion to approve the amended agenda, second by Trustee 

Bolock.  All in favor, motion passed. 7 ayes 0 nays.  
Public Comment: Christine Grove of 69326 Sundance representing the HOA of Fox Crossing requested 

the road be repaved with asphalt. 

Approval of Consent Agenda: Trustee Christensen made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda 

second by Trustee Bolock. Motion passed on a roll call vote, 7 ayes 0 nays.  

 

Commissioner’s Report: Commissioner Roseann Marchetti: The Commissioners authorized a bond 

resolution to refinance the Edwardsburg sewer and passed a resolution urging the return of state workers 

to in-person operations. Assistance is available through the Michigan Homeowners Assistance Fund for 

eligible homeowners in Cass County to help in avoiding foreclosure. For details contact the Cass County 

Treasurer.  

Committee Board Reports: 

Zoning Administrator: John Hanson:  Letters will be going out to homeowners with blight prior to the 

township cleanup day in April so they can take advantage of the free disposal. Short term rental permits 

are being issued. Homes having ice retardant systems were inspected and are in compliance. Signage is in 

place at those locations. 

Wastewater: Brigid Forlenza: The Wastewater budget was approved by the Wastewater Board and will 

be presented tonight for Board approval. A fence will be installed at the lift station on May Street this 

year. Redoing manholes is in the budget for this year.  

Ambulance: Trustee Stutsman: The new name of the ambulance service is Edwardsburg Ambulance   

Authority. There were 117 calls in March and 15% were transfers. The service continues to need 

additional personnel.  

Police: Trustee Christensen: No meeting in February. An open house will be held March 15 to honor 

Sargent English who is retiring after 25 years of service.  

Buildings & Grounds: Trustee Christensen: Looking into repaving the parking lot at the Township Hall 

this year.  

Planning Commission: Trustee Bolock: The Commission approved two rezoning requests: Eddies Key 

Lock Storage and the parcel east of the township hall.  A gas station and convenience store will be 

constructed on the empty parcel adjoining the Township Hall.  

Township Roads: Trustee Kozinski: A meeting will be held to review the budget with Joe Bellina and 

Bob Thompson.   

Fire Board: John Bossler:  No report.  

 

Old Business: Elkhart Road Bike Path: Trustee Kozinski had a meeting with the Road Commission 

and discussed applying for a grant in April 2023. A committee to apply has been formed.  

 

New Business: 

Resolution to Appoint Professional Service Providers: Motion to pass Resolution 2022-03-14.1 was 

made by Clerk VanBelle, second by Trustee Kozinski.   Motion passed on a roll call vote, 7 ayes 0 nays.  

Resolution to Adopt the Annual Exemption Health Insurance Act: Motion to pass Resolution 2022-

03-14.2, choosing option 3, was made by Clerk VanBelle, second by Trustee Stutsman.   Motion passed 

on a roll call vote, 7 ayes 0 nays.  

. 
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Resolution to Establish Regular Scheduled Meeting Dates: Motion to pass Resolution 2022-03-14.3 

was made by Clerk VanBelle, second by Treasurer Leist. Motion passed on a roll call vote, 7ayes 0 nays.  

Resolution to Adjust/Amend the FY 2021-2022 Budget: Motion to pass Resolution 2022-03-14.4 was 

made by Clerk VanBelle, second by Trustee Christensen. Motion passed on a roll call vote, 7ayes 0 nays. 

This resolution transfers $10,000 from Park Maintenance to Building Inspection.  

Approval of Wastewater Budget: The budget was approved by the Wastewater Board and needs 

approval of the Township Board. Trustee Stutsman made a motion to approve, second by Trustee 

Christensen. Motion passed on a roll call vote, 7ayes 0 nays.  

Burnham and Flowers Coverage: Trustee Bolock made a motion to approve the township’s property 

and casualty insurance coverage at a cost of $16,477, second by Trustee Kozinski. Motion passed on a 

roll call vote, 7ayes 0 nays. 

Mowing Bids: Two bids were received by the Township: McCall’s Outdoor Chores, and Real Property 

Maintenance. After discussion Trustee Stutsman made a motion to continue contracting with McCall’s, 

second by Treasurer Leist. Motion passed on a roll call vote, 7ayes 0 nays. 

Edwardsburg Pedestrian Project: Based on a study done by the Edwardsburg School District all traffic 

for drop off and pick up will be diverted from Claire Street to Section Street. The increased turning will 

meet MDOT signal warrants. MDOT will install a full traffic signal on US 12 at Section Street including 

a pedestrian crosswalk and signal. To make this function the non-motorized path on US 12 will need to be 

extended from Claire Street to Section Street.  The initial project was proposed as a pedestrian crossing 

signal for US 12 at Claire Street. This new proposal is to abandon that plan and redirect the funding 

towards the current proposal of a non-motorized path along US-12 from Claire Street to Section Street. In 

approving this new proposal, the Board feels it will be an advantage when applying for a grant for the 

Elkhart Road Bike Path. Trustee Christensen made a motion to approve the pedestrian project, second by 

Trustee Stutsman.  Motion passed on a roll call vote, 7 ayes 0 nays.  

Edwardsburg Ambulance Authority Budget: This budget needs to be approved by both the Township 

and the Village. Trustee Stutsman made a motion to approve, seconded by Trustee Kozinski. Motion 

passed on a roll call vote, 7 ayes 0 nays.  

 

Announcements: Next regular Township Board meeting will be April 11th, Ambulance Board April 13th   

Wastewater Board March 23rd, Police Board April 14th, Planning Commission April 6th.    

 

Supervisor Marchetti noted that March 24 at 6pm is a public hearing on the proposed 2022-2023 budget 

and Saturday April 30 is Township Cleanup Day from 9am-3pm 

 

Adjourn: Treasurer Leist made a motion to adjourn, second by Clerk VanBelle.  Meeting adjourned at 

7:59 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

_______________________________                                  Date Approved: _______________ 

 

Tina VanBelle, Ontwa Township Clerk 
 

      
    

                     Recording Secretary 
 

     __________________________________ 

     Linda Weaver, Recording Secretary 
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Call to Order:  The regular monthly meeting of the Ontwa Township Board was called to order by 

Supervisor Jerry Marchetti at 7:00pm on April 11, 2022.  

Pledge of Allegiance:  

Roll Call: Supervisor Jerry Marchetti, Clerk Tina VanBelle, Treasurer Sharee Leist, Trustees Meryl 

Christensen, Dan Stutsman, Dawn Bolock, and Jeff Kozinski were present.  

Approval of Agenda: Trustee Stutsman made a motion to approve the agenda, second by Trustee 

Christensen. All in favor, motion passed. 

Public Comment: Jack Coleman introduced himself as a candidate for State Representative. Patty Patzer 

spoke on behalf of the Sports Complex stating the end of the month a lacrosse tournament will be held at 

the sports complex featuring 120 teams. Volunteers are needed on April 30 and May 1.   

Approval of Consent Agenda: Trustee Bolock made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda second by 

Treasurer Leist. Motion passed on a roll call vote, 7 ayes 0 nays.  

 

Commissioner’s Report: Commissioner Roseann Marchetti: Used tire and hazardous waste drop off will 

be Wednesday April 27 from 3pm- 8pm at the road commission on O’Keefe Street.  

 

Committee Board Reports: 

Zoning Administrator: LeRoy Krempec: Letters have gone out to homeowners regarding blight and the 

deadline to respond is May 1. Airbnb permits and apps are being processed.  

Wastewater: Brigid Forlenza: No report  

Ambulance: Trustee Stutsman: No report 

Police: Trustee Christensen: Application has been made for First Responders Grant, a new squad car has 

been ordered, the budget for 2022-2023 was approved.  

Buildings & Grounds: Trustee Christensen: Treasurer Christensen made a motion to approve a bid from 

Concrete Man for work to be done in front of the ambulance bay at a cost not to exceed $12,000. Second 

by Trustee Kozinski, Motion passed on a roll call vote, 7 ayes 0 nays.  

Planning Commission: Trustee Bolock: No report 

Township Roads: Trustee Kozinski: The road commission is working on potholes, a list of roads in the 

township to have work done this summer has been published and the township is under budget for road 

repair. 

Fire Board: John Bossler:  No report.  

 

Old Business: Elkhart Road Bike Path: The ad hoc committee met at the Road Commission. A grant 

for the project will be applied for through the SW Planning Commission.  

 

New Business: 

Golf Cart Ordinance: Trustee Bolock made a motion to approve Ordinance 2022-4-11.1 already 

approved by the Village, second by Trustee Christensen. Motion passed on a roll call vote, 7 ayes 0 nays.  

Eddies Keylock Rezoning: Trustee Bolock made a motion to approve the rezoning from C1 to C2 for 

parcel #14-090-005-035-10 on East Shore Drive. This rezoning has been approved by the Township and 

County Plan Commissions and needs final BOT approval. Second by Trustee Kozinski, motion passed on 

a roll call vote, 7 ayes 0 nays.  

Punjab Group Rezoning: Debra Hughes representing Punjab Group and SAM presented the plan for a 

gas station/convenience store on parcel #14-090-005-040-00 on US 12, east of the Township Hall, 

construction to begin this summer. Trustee Bolock made a motion to approve the rezoning from C1-C2, 

second by Trustee Stutsman. motion passed on a roll call vote, 7 ayes 0 nays.  
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Brady Road Rezoning: Trustee Bolock made a motion to approve the rezoning of parcels 14-090-011-

006-00 and 14-090-002-031-02 on Brady Road from AR to R-1, second by Trustee Kozinski, Motion 

passed on a roll call vote, 7 ayes 0 nays.  

Christiana Creek Rezoning: Trustee Bolock made a motion to approve rezoning of 112 parcels located 

north of US 12 and east of Christiana Creek from R-1A to LR, second by Trustee Kozinski. motion 

passed on a roll call vote, 7 ayes 0 nays.  

Edwardsburg Police and Fire Budgets: Supervisor Marchetti made a motion to approve the Police 

budget along with the Fire Budget, second by Trustee Christensen. Motion passed on a roll call vote, 

7ayes 0 nays.  

Ambulance Budget: was approved last month.  

Adamsville Cemetery: After Board discussion Clerk VanBelle made a motion to raise the contribution to 

the maintenance of the cemetery to $3,000, and increase of $1,000., second by Trustee Bolock. motion 

passed on a roll call vote, 7 ayes 0 nays.  

  

Announcements: Next regular Township Board meeting will be May 9th, Ambulance Board April 13th   

Police Board April 14th, Wastewater Board April 27th, Planning Commission May 4th.  

Saturday April 30 is Township Cleanup Day from 9am-3pm 

 

Adjourn: Trustee Stutsman made a motion to adjourn, second by Treasurer Leist. Meeting adjourned at 

8:05 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

_______________________________                                  Date Approved: _______________ 

 

Tina VanBelle, Ontwa Township Clerk 
 

      
    

                     Recording Secretary 
 

     __________________________________ 

     Linda Weaver, Recording Secretary 

 



 

 

 

Ontwa Township Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes 
May 9, 2022, Minutes 
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Call to Order:  The regular monthly meeting of the Ontwa Township Board was called to order by 

Supervisor Jerry Marchetti at 7:00pm on May 9, 2022.  

Pledge of Allegiance:  

Roll Call: Supervisor Jerry Marchetti, Clerk Tina VanBelle, Treasurer Sharee Leist, Trustees Meryl 

Christensen, Dan Stutsman, Dawn Bolock, and Jeff Kozinski were present.  

Approval of Agenda: Trustee Bolock made a motion to add Ferndale Park to Old Business, 

second by Trustee Kozinski. Agenda approved as amended.  All in favor, motion passed. 

Public Comment: Jerry Duck, 23691 S. Shore, spoke on potential traffic issues on Brady Road. Bert 

Morgan, 71280 Ebersol Road spoke on the condition of Elkhart Road. 

Approval of Consent Agenda: Trustee Bolock made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda second by 

Trustee Leist. Motion passed on a roll call vote, 7 ayes 0 nays. Trustee Kozinski made a motion to 

approve April Special Meeting minutes, seconded by Trustee Stutsman. Motion passed on a roll call vote, 

7 ayes 0 nays.  

Adamsville Cemetery:  Dave Christian of 70918 Lakeview, sexton of the cemetery since 2004, and Bert 

Morgan spoke on the history on the Cemetery and how the maintenance is funded.  

South Shore Culvert Repair: Joe Bellina updated the Board on the progress of the project and after 

discussion Trustee Stutsman made a motion to table the issue until the next Board meeting. Motion 

second by Trustee Kozinski. Motion passed on a roll call vote, 7 ayes 0 nays. 

Commissioner’s Report: Commissioner Roseann Marchetti: She presented to the Board a booklet made 

by young children, for children, who are victims of violence. Illustrations and messages by the children 

help in navigating the process they are going through.  

 

Committee Board Reports:   

Zoning Administrator: LeRoy Krempec: Zoning department continues to work on short term rental 

issues and other violations.  Owners of short term rentals are not allowed to advertise unless they have 

been licensed.  

Wastewater: Brigid Forlenza: Letters will be going out to village residents regarding the upcoming 

gravity sewer cleaning.  

Ambulance: Trustee Stutsman: The policy book will be reviewed at the next meeting, May 11th.  

Police: Trustee Christensen: The meeting for May has been cancelled. 

Buildings & Grounds: Trustee Christensen: Looking for bids on heating/air conditioning for the 

township hall/ambulance building. Trustee Christensen made a motion to accept the bid from Cass 

County Road Commission to repave the parking lot at the hall at a cost not to exceed $32,000, second by 

Trustee Kozinski. Motion passed on a roll call vote, 7 ayes 0 nays. 

Planning Commission: Trustee Bolock: Site plans were reviewed for a retail site, to include a General 

Dollar on US 12,  retail shops and apartments on US 12 east of the Sports Complex, and the Brady Road 

subdivision.  

Township Roads: Trustee Kozinski: Ongoing road issues: potholes and general road maintenance. 

Fire Board: John Bossler:  No report.  

 

Old Business: Trustee Bolock made a motion, seconded by Trustee Christensen to contact the township 

attorney regarding a building issue at a property next to Ferndale Park. After discussion by the Board the 

motion was withdrawn and the issue was tabled. 

 

New Business: 

Mowing Bids: Clerk VanBelle made a motion to accept a bid from McCalls Outside Chores  to mow 

properties in violation of the IPMC Code, section 302.4, regarding plant growth, second by Trustee 

Bolock.  Motion passed on a roll call vote, 7 ayes 0 nays.  

http://www.ontwatwp.org/


 

H:\Meeting Minutes\5.9.2022 BOT Minutes.doc 

Clean Earth Wastewater: Trustee Stutsman made a motion to approve the bid by Clean Earth not to 

exceed $30,000 for sewer line cleaning in the village, second by Trustee Kozinski, motion passed on a 

roll call vote, 7 ayes 0 nays.  

Ambulance Articles of Incorporation: Trustee Stutsman made a motion to accept some minor changes 

in verbiage in the Articles and to add a chairman and co-chair, one representing the township and the 

other representing the village, second by Trustee Bolock. Motion passed on a roll call vote, 7 ayes 0 nays.  

Resolution to Establish a Receiving Board for Ontwa Township: Clerk VanBelle made a motion to 

accept Resolution #2022-05-09.1, second by Trustee Kozinski.  Motion passed on a roll call vote, 7 ayes 

0 nays.  

 

Announcements: Next regular Township Board meeting will be June 13th ,  Ambulance Board May 11th,    

Police Board cancelled for May,  Wastewater Board May 25th,  Planning Commission June 1st.  

 

Adjourn: Treasurer Leist made a motion to adjourn, second by Trustee Stutsman.  Meeting adjourned at 

8:47 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

_______________________________                                  Date Approved: _______________ 

 

Tina VanBelle, Ontwa Township Clerk 
 

      
    

                     Recording Secretary 
 

     __________________________________ 

     Linda Weaver, Recording Secretary 

 



 

Ontwa Township Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes 
June 13, 2022, Minutes 
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Call to Order:  The regular monthly meeting of the Ontwa Township Board was called to order by 

Supervisor Jerry Marchetti at 7:00pm on June 13, 2022.  

Pledge of Allegiance:  

Roll Call: Supervisor Jerry Marchetti, Clerk Tina VanBelle, Trustees Meryl Christensen, Dan Stutsman, 

Dawn Bolock, and Jeff Kozinski were present.  

Approval of Agenda: Trustee Stutsman made a motion to approve the agenda, second by Trustee 

Kozinski. All in favor, motion passed. 

Public Comment: Lori Mroczek of 68331 Park Shore addressed the blight at 68545 Eagle Lake Road, 

Jill Meuninck of 24097 N. Shore requested consideration of No Mow May, a program to encourage 

habitat of bees and butterflies, Pat Makielski of 24222 High Street requested the noise ordinance on the 

website be updated, spoke about the township policy of the digital sign at the township hall and follow up 

on public comments from Board meetings.  Jim Ralph of 24333 Sassafras Street spoke about the 

implication of the grass mowing ordinance. Bob Duram, Director of Cass County Transportation, 

announced that a new route will be starting in July between Ontwa Township and Mishawaka. For 

information call 269-445-2455. 

Approval of Consent Agenda: Trustee Bolock made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda second by 

Trustee Christensen. Motion passed on a roll call vote, 6 ayes 0 nays. Treasurer Leist was absent.  

Commissioner’s Report: Commissioner Roseann Marchetti: A committee to study homelessness in Cass 

County has been established. The roundabout at the intersection of Redfield and Gumwood has been 

delayed to resolve right of way issues. A hazardous waste drop off will be held August 27 at the Road 

Commission on O’Keefe Street. Used electronics and tires will be accepted. There are openings on the 

Historical Commission and Woodlands Behavioral Health Board. Interested residents can apply online at 

casscountymi.org.  

Committee Board Reports:   

Zoning Administrator: LeRoy Krempec: A substantial portion of residents who received letters 

regarding mowing are meeting due dates to comply with the ordinance. The zoning department is working 

with some of the elderly or residents who physically are unable to mow to find help to resolve the issue. 

Eddies Market planned for on US 12 is on hold. Brady Road project continues to be revised.  

Wastewater: Brigid Forlenza: No report this month.  

Ambulance: Trustee Stutsman: The department has hired a couple medics and is fully staffed now.  

Police: The equipment needed to enter a school building in case of emergency have been purchased.  

Buildings & Grounds: Trustee Christensen: Concrete work at the entrance to the ambulance bay has 

been completed. Asphalt will be next.  

Planning Commission: Trustee Bolock: Working on issue of 68777 S. Shore encroachment on Ferndale 

Park and the property to the east. 

Township Roads: Trustee Kozinski: Bradly Road traffic concerns are being addressed. Repaving of 

Elkhart Road completed. Suggested the BOT may want to reconsider, for 2023, the grass cutting issues 

related to the cost of gas.  

Fire Board: John Bossler:  Budget has been approved. A new pumper truck was purchased that holds 

500 gallons of water and has a 1,000-foot hose. A consultant has been hired to do a study on the 

feasibility of having some paid firefighters verses a totally volunteer department.  

Old Business: Trustee Bolock reported that the permit for the previously approved seawall at Ferndale 

Park was received last week and a start date has yet to be determined. 

New Business: 

Ambulance Power Loader: Trustee Stutsman made a motion to accept the bid from Stryker not to 

exceed $24,000 for this equipment. It permanently attaches to the ambulance and picks up the gurney so 

the medics can push it into the ambulance rather than physically lifting the gurney up into the back of the 

ambulance. ARPA funds will be used for the purchase. Second by Trustee Kozinski. Motion passed on a 

roll call vote, 6 ayes 0 nays. Treasurer Leist was absent.  
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Adjust/Amend Budget: Clerk VanBelle made a motion to pass Resolution 2202-06-113.1 to decrease 

Park Maintenance $1,000 and increase Cemetery $1,000. Motion passed on a roll call vote; 6 ayes 0 nays 

Treasurer Leist was absent.  

 

Announcements: Next regular Township Board meeting will be July11th, Ambulance Board July 13th, 

Police Board July 14th, Wastewater Board June 22nd, Planning Commission July 6th Trustee Kozinski 

announced there will be a meeting at the Intermediate school cafeteria on Saturday the 18th to discuss the 

upcoming school millage request.  

 

Adjourn: Trustee Stutsman made a motion to adjourn, second by Trustee Christensen. Meeting 

adjourned at 7:54 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

_______________________________                                  Date Approved: _______________ 

 

Tina VanBelle, Ontwa Township Clerk 
 

      
    

                     Recording Secretary 
 

     __________________________________ 

     Linda Weaver, Recording Secretary 
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Call to Order:  The regular monthly meeting of the Ontwa Township Board was called to order by 

Supervisor Jerry Marchetti at 7:00pm on July 11, 2022.  

Pledge of Allegiance:  

Roll Call: Supervisor Jerry Marchetti, Treasurer Leist, Trustees Meryl Christensen, Dan Stutsman, and 

Jeff Kozinski were present. Clerk Tina VanBelle and Trustee Dawn Bolock were absent.  

Approval of Agenda: Trustee Stutsman made a motion to approve the agenda, second by Trustee 

Kozinski. All in favor, motion passed. 

Public Comment:  Barb Gordon representing the Cass District Library addressed the upcoming Library 

Millage on the August ballot. Kim Egendoerfer of 68744 S. Shore spoke on building issues. 

Approval of Consent Agenda: Trustee Christensen made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda 

second by Treasurer Leist. Motion passed on a roll call vote, 5 ayes 0 nays. Clerk VanBelle and Trustee 

Bolock were absent.  

 

Commissioner’s Report: Commissioner Roseann Marchetti: Approved at the last meeting were 

resolutions for the County to pay 80% of employee’s health care premiums, a resolution to oppose a 

proposed change by congress in the work force development servicing, and a resolution opposing two 

senate bills regarding mental health services in the community. On August 27th, a hazardous waste 

collection will be held at the Cass County Road Commission. The 911 Millage for Central Dispatch is a 

renewal, not a new millage request. 

 

Committee Board Reports:   

Wastewater: Brigid Forlenza: Generator for C2 is on the way. The fence at the Island Drive lift station 

will be completed by end of the month. 

Zoning Administrator: LeRoy Krempec: The Township does not do property surveys. Sheds over 200sf 

need permits.  

Ambulance: Trustee Stutsman: The new power loader, approved at last month’s meeting, has been 

ordered. Millage votes on the August ballot are renewals not new mileages.  

Police: No meeting last month. Next meeting will be Thursday at 6pm.  

Buildings & Grounds: Trustee Christensen: No report 

Planning Commission: Trustee Bolock: No report 

Township Roads: Trustee Kozinski: The proposed multi-purpose path will show an extension of the path 

from Windsor to May Street. The deadline for submitting the grant for this project is April 1, 2023. The 

signal light project at Section Street has been put off a year. 

Fire Board: John Bossler:  John is retiring from the Fire Board.  

 

Old Business:  No old business 

 

New Business: 

ESC & Ontwa Township DNR Trust Fund Application:  James Simpson, Manager of the ESC, 

presented information on the Michigan National Resources Trust Fund. This grant would include ADA 

improvements to the playground, a memorial park, and a pavilion, with phase II featuring a splash pad. 

The grant requires a governmental agency as the applicant and fiduciary. Trustee Stutsman questioned if 

there would be a charge to the public to use the facility and Mr. Simpson responded there would not be. 

The Township would function as the grant applicant, and if approved would require the Township to 

agree to lease the area for $1 Per year with ESC providing all the maintenance. Trustee Stutsman made a 

motion to proceed with the grant application, second by Trustee Kozinski. Motion passed on a roll call 

vote, 5 ayes 0 nays. Clerk VanBelle and Trustee Bolock were absent.  

Fire Board Appointment: Supervisor Marchetti made a motion to appoint John Hanson, a retired 

firefighter, who also works in the Township Zoning Office, to the Fire Board to replace John Bossler. 

Second by Trustee Stutsman. Motion passed on a roll call vote, 5 ayes 0 nays. Clerk VanBelle and 

Trustee Bolock were absent.  
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Building Inspector Appointment: Wayne Hardin, who has worked as Ontwa Township Building 

inspector since 2009 will be leaving the position effective August 1st. Supervisor Marchetti made a 

motion to appoint Richard Yoder as Building inspector to replace Wayne. Also, effective August 1st the 

Building and Zoning Departments will no longer be open on Saturday mornings. Hours for both 

departments will be Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday form 9-2. Trustee Stutsman questioned the pay 

for Mr. Yoder. Supervisor Marchetti said it would remain the same; 80/20. Motion passed on a roll call 

vote, 5 ayes 0 nays. Clerk VanBelle and Trustee Bolock were absent.  

Edwardsburg Ambulance Furnace and Air: Trustee Christensen made a motion to accept a bid from 

DE Duck Heating and Cooling not to exceed $5,400 to replace the furnace and air in the ambulance bay. 

Second by Trustee Stutsman. Motion passed on a roll call vote, 5 ayes 0 nays. Clerk VanBelle and 

Trustee Bolock were absent.  

 

Announcements: Next regular Township Board meeting will be August 8th, Ambulance Board July 13th, 

Police Board July 14th, Wastewater Board July 27th, Planning Commission August 3rd.  

 

Adjourn: Trustee Kozinski made a motion to adjourn, second by Trustee Stutsman. Meeting adjourned at 

7:47 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

_______________________________                                  Date Approved: _______________ 

 

Tina VanBelle, Ontwa Township Clerk 
 

      
    

                     Recording Secretary 
 

     __________________________________ 

     Linda Weaver, Recording Secretary 

 



 

Ontwa Township Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes 
August 8, 2022, Minutes 
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Call to Order:  The regular monthly meeting of the Ontwa Township Board was called to order by 

Supervisor Jerry Marchetti at 7:01pm on August 8, 2022.  

Pledge of Allegiance:  

Roll Call: Supervisor Jerry Marchetti, Clerk VanBelle, Treasurer Leist, Trustees Meryl Christensen, Dan 

Stutsman, Dawn Bolock, and Jeff Kozinski were present.  

Approval of Agenda: Trustee Christensen made a motion to amend the agenda to add 

Cemetery/Parks to Old Business, second by Treasurer Leist. All in favor, motion passed. Trustee 

Stutsman made a motion to approve the amended Agenda, second by Trustee Bolock. All in favor, 

motion passed. 

Public Comment:  Karee Krause, Director of Cass County Veterans Affairs spoke. She noted numerous 

benefits available to veterans who are residents of Cass County. Dental benefits and free rides to 

appointments were among them. She can be contacted at 269.445.4472 or email KareeK@cassco.org.  

Approval of Consent Agenda: Trustee Christensen made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda 

second by Trustee Kozinski. Motion passed on a roll call vote, 7 ayes 0 nays.  

 

Commissioner’s Report: Commissioner Roseann Marchetti: The Annual Tax Sale will be conducted on- 

line from now through August 18. For more information go to casscountymi.org There are openings on 

several boards. For more information and to apply online go to casscountymi.org and search Boards and 

Commissions.  

 

Committee Board Reports:   

Wastewater: Brigid Forlenza: Garver Lake and Island Drive repairs are complete. The fence at Garver 

Lake will be erected this week.  

Zoning Administrator: LeRoy Krempec: Forms are now available on the Township’s website to report 

violations. The Zoning and Building departments have requested a technology upgrade, to be approved 

tonight, to provide more efficient departments.  

Ambulance: Trustee Stutsman: The auditor will be at the next meeting, Wednesday August 10th, to 

present the financial status of the department.  

Police: Trustee Christensen: A new reserve will be going to the Academy this fall. Thursday’s meeting is 

cancelled.  

Buildings & Grounds: Trustee Christensen: No report 

Planning Commission: Trustee Bolock: US 12 and Adamsville Road has been rezoned to residential. 

Phase 1 of Eagle Ridge will be on the agenda for September. 

Township Roads: Trustee Kozinski: No report  

Fire Board: Supervisor Marchetti:  John Hanson will replace John Bossler on the Fire Board.  

 

Old Business: Cemetery/Parks:  A title search and survey are in process in preparation for the Township 

to assume management of the Adamsville Cemetery. Trustee Christensen said a second person is needed 

to authorize checks and a Cemetery Board need to be established. Trustee Christensen made a motion to 

make Trustee Kozinski a liaison from the Parks Board to the Board of Trustee’s, second by Trustee 

Stutsman. All in favor, motion passed. 

 

New Business: 

Police – 2 Radar Signs: Trustee Stutsman made a motion to accept a purchase of 2 portable radar (speed) 

signs to be used in the township not to exceed $7,500, second by Trustee Bolock. Motion passed on a roll 

call vote, 7 ayes 0 nays. ARPA money will be used for the purchase.  

Eagle Lake Fireworks Permit – Labor Day Weekend: Clerk VanBelle made a motion to approve the 

permit for September 4th with a rain date of September 5th, second by Treasurer Leist. Motion passed on a 

roll call vote, 7 ayes 0 nays.  
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Edwardsburg Ambulance North Bay Door: Trustee Stutsman made a motion to approve the quote 

from Overhead Door to replace the damaged door, second by Trustee Kozinski. The cost will be covered 

by township insurance, and the deductible will be covered by the ambulance. Motion passed on a roll call 

vote, 7 ayes 0 nays.  

Building and Zoning Technical Upgrade: Trustee Stutsman made a motion to approve the purchase of 

one computer, one laptop, updated software, and a printer at a cost not to exceed $5,000, second by 

Trustee Kozinski. ARPA funds will be used for the purchase. Motion passed on a roll call vote, 7 ayes 0 

nays.  

 

Announcements: Next regular Township Board meeting will be September 12th, Ambulance Board 

August 10th, Police Board cancelled for July, Wastewater Board August 24th, Planning Commission  

September 7th.  

 

Adjourn: Trustee Bolock made a motion to adjourn, second by Trustee Christensen. Meeting adjourned 

at 7:41 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

_______________________________                                  Date Approved: _______________ 

 

Tina VanBelle, Ontwa Township Clerk 
 

      
    

                     Recording Secretary 
 

     __________________________________ 

     Linda Weaver, Recording Secretary 

 



 

 

 

Ontwa Township Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes 
September 12, 2022, Minutes 
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Call to Order:  The regular monthly meeting of the Ontwa Township Board was called to order by 

Supervisor Jerry Marchetti at 7:00pm on September 12, 2022.  

Pledge of Allegiance:  

Roll Call: Supervisor Jerry Marchetti, Clerk VanBelle, Treasurer Leist, Trustees Meryl Christensen, Dan 

Stutsman, and Dawn Bolock were present.  Trustee Kozinski arrived at 7:03pm.  

Approval of Agenda: Trustee Bolock made a motion to approve the agenda, second by Trustee 

Christensen. All in favor, motion passed.  
Public Comment:  No public comment 

Approval of Consent Agenda: Trustee Christensen made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda 

second by Treasurer Leist.  Motion passed on a roll call vote, 7 ayes 0 nays.  

 

Audit Report: Patrick Sage of Kruggel Lawton reviewed the Annual Financial Report. 

 

Commissioner’s Report: Commissioner Roseann Marchetti: The County Budget for 2022-23 was passed 

by a four to three vote on September 1st.  The state has denied 144 Principle Residence Exemptions which 

could result in an increase of $50,000 to $150,000 for county schools. Seventeen of those were in Ontwa 

Township. 

 

Committee Board Reports:   

Wastewater: Brigid Forlenza: Routine maintenance has been conducted, six lift stations were cleaned. 

Garver Lake generator and fencing completed. Getting bids for installing a meter at the lift station at the 

Sports Complex.  

Zoning Administrator: LeRoy Krempec: A reminder that proper placement of fences on private 

properties are the responsibilities of property owners. Zoning is required to monitor only the structure. 

There is a form on the website to make a formal complaint to the Zoning Department.  

Ambulance: Trustee Stutsman: The recent accident with the Edwardsburg transport ambulance near 

Detroit was not the fault of our ambulance driver. There were no injuries to the passengers. 

Police: Trustee Christensen: A new officer will be starting on September 19th. The department has 

received the portable flashing speed signs to record the speed of cars on township roads.   

Buildings & Grounds: Trustee Christensen:  Bids are being accepted for audio/visual equipment for the 

Township Hall. 

Planning Commission: Trustee Bolock: Approval for a change in zoning at 22451 US 12 is approved 

pending the requirement that the back building cannot be used as residential.  

Township Roads: Trustee Kozinski: An update of the proposed bike path along Elkhart Road was given 

by Trustee Kozinski. 

Fire Board: John Hanson:  The audit report was given at the August meeting. The staffing study has 

begun.  

Parks Department: Trustee Kozinski:  Work continues at Ferndale Park.  

 

Old Business:  

 

New Business: 

Resolutions for Special Assessment Districts (SAD): Clerk VanBelle made a motion to approve 

Resolution 2022-9-12.1, per parcel assessment amount for Eagle Lake and Channels, second by Trustee 

Christensen. Motion passed on a roll call vote. 7 ayes 0 nays.  
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Clerk VanBelle made a motion to approve Resolution 2022-9-12.2, per parcel assessment amount for 

Pleasant Lake, second by Trustee Bolock. Motion passed on a roll call vote. 7 ayes 0 nays.  

 

Clerk VanBelle made a motion to approve Resolution 2022-9-12.3, per parcel assessment amount for 

Garver Lake, second by Trustee Stutsman.  Motion passed on a roll call vote. 7 ayes 0 nays.   

 

Clerk VanBelle made a motion to approve Resolution 2022-9-12.4, per parcel assessment amount for 

Morton Drive/Christiana Lake, second by Trustee Kozinski.  Motion passed on a roll call vote. 7 ayes 0 

nays.   

 

Clerk VanBelle made a motion to approve Resolution 2022-9-12.5, per parcel assessment amount for 

Regal Place, second by Trustee Kozinski.  Motion passed on a roll call vote. 7 ayes 0 nays.   

DASAS Agreement: Supervisor Marchetti made a motion to continue support of the organization with an 

annual contribution of $1,300, second by Treasurer Leist. Motion passed on a roll call vote, 6 ayes 1 nay 

(Kozinski)  

Adamsville Cemetery Ordinance: Trustee Stutsman made a motion to approve Ordinance 2022-9-12.6 

to maintain and manage the cemetery, second by Treasurer Christensen. Motion passed on a roll call vote. 

7 ayes 0 nays.   

Eagle Ridge Step 1 Review: After input from Stephen Studer, attorney for developer, Pat Matthews, 

Chris Marbach, and Burne Miller, Trustee Kozinski made a motion to approve step 1 with the condition 

that lots 1 and 2 will be removed as agreed. Motion second by Clerk VanBelle. Motion passed on a roll 

call vote, 6 ayes 1 nay (Bolock)  

L-4029 Form Approval: Clerk VanBelle made a motion to approve the form, second by Trustee 

Stutsman. Motion passed on a roll call vote, 7 ayes 0 nays  

 

Announcements: Next regular Township Board meeting will be October 10th, Ambulance Board 

September 14th, Police Board October 13th, Wastewater Board September 28th, Planning Commission  

October 5th.  

 

Adjourn: Trustee Stutsman made a motion to adjourn, second by Trustee Kozinski. Meeting adjourned at 

8.37 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

_______________________________                                  Date Approved: _______________ 

 

Tina VanBelle, Ontwa Township Clerk 
 

      
    

                     Recording Secretary 
 

     __________________________________ 

     Linda Weaver, Recording Secretary 

 



 

Ontwa Township Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes 
October 10, 2022, Minutes 
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Call to Order:  The regular monthly meeting of the Ontwa Township Board was called to order by 

Supervisor Jerry Marchetti at 7:00pm on October 10, 2022.  

Pledge of Allegiance:  

Roll Call: Supervisor Jerry Marchetti, Clerk VanBelle, Treasurer Leist, Trustees Meryl Christensen, Dan 

Stutsman, Dawn Bolock, and Jeff Kozinski were present.  

Approval of Agenda: Trustee Bolock made a motion to amend the agenda and add Ferndale Park 

under Old Business, second by Trustee Christensen. All in favor, motion passed. Trustee Bolock 

made a motion to approve the amended agenda, second by Treasurer Leist. All in favor, motion 

passed.  
Public Comment: Justin Dominique representing The Green Door spoke on requesting the Board to 

consider a dispensary in the township. Shane Shidler spoke on behalf of the school bond proposal on the 

November ballot. 

Approval of Consent Agenda: Trustee Stutsman made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda second 

by Trustee Christensen. Motion passed on a roll call vote, 7 ayes 0 nays.  

 

Commissioner’s Report: Commissioner Roseann Marchetti: The County approved the purchase of a ten-

unit camera system for the Sheriff’s Department. County Dispatch will soon be able to receive videos to 

911. County paving projects are scheduled to end this week. Completion of the Courthouse renovations 

are projected to be complete in late 2023. 

 

Committee Board Reports:   

Wastewater: Brigid Forlenza: Late fees have been assessed on St. Joe County (South Bend) regarding 

delinquency on the wastewater invoices. 

Zoning Administrator: John Hanson: Working on short term rental renewals; currently there are 12 in 

the township. The dump site issue at the intersection of May and M62 will soon be resolved. 

Ambulance: Trustee Stutsman: The meeting for October has been cancelled. The Department is 

overbudget due to substantial vehicle maintenance/repair issues, however service was never interrupted.  

Police: Trustee Christensen: No report.  

Buildings & Grounds: Trustee Stutsman: No report 

Planning Commission: Trustee Bolock:  The Eagle Ridge project will have a private road application at 

the next meeting. 

Township Roads: Trustee Kozinski: A request to pave Lane Road was received and will be considered. 

This would be a major project if approved.  

Fire Board: John Hanson:  A new fire truck has been delivered. The full-time feasibility study is 

ongoing. 

Parks Board: Trustee Kozinski: The retaining wall at Ferndale has been completed. Trustee Bolock said 

the lot line needs to be defined.  

 

Old Business: Ferndale Park- The township needs to meet with EGLE to determine what can be done 

with the overgrowth.  

 

New Business: 

Cemetery Board Appointments: Supervisor Marchetti made a motion to approve the following 

residents to the Board: Brigid Forlenza, Meryl Christensen, Burton Morgan, Gordon Carr, and Heather 

Carter. Trustee Kozinski second the motion. Motion passed on a roll call vote, 7 ayes 0 nays. A Board 

meeting will be scheduled.  

Resolution to Adjust/Amend the Budget: Clerk VanBelle made a motion approve Resolution 2022-10-

10.1 to move $10,000 from Repairs/improvements to Cemetery. Second by Trustee Christensen. Motion 

passed on a roll call vote, 7 ayes 0 nays  

http://www.ontwatwp.org/


H:\Meeting Minutes\10.12.22 BOT Minutes.doc 

 

Trick or Treat Hours: Trustee Kozinski made a motion to make Trick or Treat hours on Monday 

October 31, from 5:30-7:30pm. Second by Trustee Christensen. All in favor, motion passed.  

Wastewater Franke Environmental Systems Meter: Trustee Stutsman made a motion to purchase a 

flow meter for the Sports Complex, to be installed by the Sports Complex, at a cost not to exceed $7,000. 

Second by Trustee Kozinski, motion passed on a roll call vote, 7 ayes 0 nays. 

Wastewater Infrastructure Alternative Systems Contract: Trustee Stutsman made a motion to renew 

the current contract for another 5 years with IAI, second by Trustee Kozinski. Motion passed on a roll call 

vote, 7 ayes 0 nays.  

Wastewater Reliable Generator – B2 and JPC 2: Trustee Stutsman made a motion to approve Reliable 

Generator and Electric, LLC, to install a stationary generator and automatic transfer switch at JPC-2 lift 

station, not to exceed $53,400.  

Wastewater Selge-JCP1 Chemical Feed Lines: Trustee Stutsman made a motion to approve Selge 

Construction to install a 1-1/2” or 2” inch PVC buried conduit at JPC-1 at a cost not to exceed $4,100. 

Second by Trustee Kozinski, motion passed on a roll call vote, 7 ayes 0 nays.  

Wastewater Selge-Trustee Stutsman made a motion to approve Selge Construction to adjust 4 manhole 

castings along Elkhart Road at a cost not to exceed $7,588. Second by Trustee Kozinski. Motion passed 

on a roll call vote, 7 ayes 0 nays.  

 

Announcements: Next regular Township Board meeting will be November 14th, Ambulance Board 

cancelled for October, Police Board October 13th, Wastewater Board October 26th, Planning Commission 

November 2nd.  

 

Trustee Kozinski noted that he has spoken to residents along Elkhart Road regarding plans for the 

walking path and has received much positive feedback.  

 

Adjourn: Trustee Stutsman made a motion to adjourn, second by Treasurer Leist. Meeting adjourned at 

8:06 pm. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

_______________________________                                  Date Approved: _______________ 

 

Tina VanBelle, Ontwa Township Clerk 
 

      
    

                     Recording Secretary 
 

     __________________________________ 

     Linda Weaver, Recording Secretary 
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November 14, 2022, Minutes 
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Call to Order:  The regular monthly meeting of the Ontwa Township Board was called to order by 

Supervisor Jerry Marchetti at 7:01pm on November 14, 2022.  

Pledge of Allegiance:  

Roll Call: Supervisor Jerry Marchetti, Clerk VanBelle, Treasurer Leist, Trustees Meryl Christensen, 

Dawn Bolock, and Jeff Kozinski were present. Trustee Dan Stutsman was absent.  

Approval of Agenda: Trustee Bolock made a motion to approve the agenda, second by Trustee 

Christensen. All in favor, motion passed.  
Public Comment: Kevin Karkiewicz of 25639 Windsor addressed issues with excessive speeding along 

Elkhart Road.  

Approval of Consent Agenda: Trustee Christensen made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda 

second by Trustee Bolock. Motion passed on a roll call vote, 6 ayes 0 nays. Trustee Stutsman was absent.  

 

Commissioner’s Report: Commissioner Roseann Marchetti: Cass County partners with Dowagiac to 

administer Community Development Block Grants. Requirements include income eligibility and being up 

to date on mortgage payments and property taxes. Last year more than $75,000. was given for emergency 

repair such as roofs and heating system.  

 

Committee Board Reports:   

Wastewater: Brigid Forlenza: No report 

Zoning Administrator: John Hanson: Cleanup at May Street subdivision has been resolved. Short term 

rental renewals need to be done by January 1, 2023. The Zoning Board of Appeals will meet on 

November 29, at 6:30.  

Ambulance: Trustee Stutsman: No report 

Police: Trustee Christensen: No report.  

Buildings & Grounds: Trustee Stutsman: No report 

Planning Commission: Trustee Bolock:  A special land use request will be heard at the next meeting for 

a veterinarian office on M62. Eagle Ridge land use was completed.  

Township Roads: Trustee Kozinski: New stripping will be done on a portion of Elkhart Road.  

Fire Board: John Hanson:  No report 

Parks Board: Trustee Kozinski: No report 

 

Old Business: Trustee Kozinski reported on progress of the Elkhart Road bike/pedestrian path. An open 

house was held prior to this Board meeting with continued positive support for the project. Some 

additional pathway may be potentially added to the township portion resulting in the possibility of a 75/25 

division of cost between the Township and the Village.  

 

New Business: 

Approval of Master Plan Update Resolution: Trustee Christensen made a motion to approve 

Resolution 2022-10-14.1 supporting a joint Master Plan between Ontwa Township and the Village of 

Edwardsburg. Trustee Kozinski questioned the benefits of doing so and if bike paths are in the Village 

Master Plan. There will not be additional cost to the Township with passage of this resolution. Both 

Boards must approve a joint Master Plan. The motion was approved by Treasurer Leist. Motion passed on 

a roll call vote: 6 ayes 0 nays. Trustee Stutsman was absent.  

Metering Manhole Edwardsburg Sports Complex: Clerk VanBelle made a motion to accept a proposal 

by Selge Construction to install a metering manhole at the Complex not to exceed $12,000. Second by 

Trustee Kozinski. Motion passed on a roll call vote: 6 ayes 0 nays. Trustee Stutsman was absent.  
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Manhole Casting Adjustments: Clerk VanBelle made a motion to accept a proposal from Selge 

Construction to adjust a manhole casting at 24097 North Shore drive at a cost not to exceed $1,897, 

second by Trustee Christensen. Motion passed on a roll call vote: 6 ayes 0 nays. Trustee Stutsman was 

absent.  

ARPA Funds-First Responder Pay: Supervisor Marchetti proposed a bonus to Edwardsburg’s first 

responders who continued to work through the Township’s shut down from April 2020 through March 

2021 due to Covid. This will include the Township Secretary who worked every day although the office 

was officially closed. Trustee Kozinski made a motion to do so second by Clerk VanBelle at an amount 

not to exceed $28,000 based on the number of employees. After discussion regarding payment of taxes 

and verification of the number of full-time and part-time employees the motion was dropped. Supervisor 

Marchetti made a motion to up the amount not to exceed $32,000 based upon verifying as noted above.  

Motion second by Trustee Kozinski. Motion passed on a roll call vote: 6 ayes 0 nays. Trustee Stutsman 

was absent.  

Snow Removal Contract: Clerk VanBelle opened and read the two bids received by the Township for 

snow removal. Following discussion Trustee Kozinski made a motion to accept the bid submitted by 

McCalls Outdoor Chores, second by Trustee Christensen. Motion passed on a roll call vote: 6 ayes 0 

nays. Trustee Stutsman was absent.  

 

Announcements: Next regular Township Board meeting will be December 12th, Ambulance Board 

December 14th, Police Board December 15th, Wastewater Board November 23rd, Planning Commission 

December 7th. 

 

Adjourn: Trustee Bolock made a motion to adjourn, second by Treasurer Leist. Meeting adjourned at 

8:19 pm. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

_______________________________                                  Date Approved: _______________ 

 

Tina VanBelle, Ontwa Township Clerk 
 

      
    

                     Recording Secretary 
 

     __________________________________ 

     Linda Weaver, Recording Secretary 
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Call to Order:  The regular monthly meeting of the Ontwa Township Board was called to order by 

Supervisor Jerry Marchetti at 7:00 pm on December 12, 2022.  

Pledge of Allegiance:  

Roll Call: Supervisor Jerry Marchetti, Clerk VanBelle, Treasurer Leist, Trustees Meryl Christensen, 

Dawn Bolock, Jeff Kozinski and Dan Stutsman were present.  

Approval of Agenda: Trustee Stutsman made a motion to approve the agenda, second by Trustee 

Kozinski. All in favor, motion passed.  
Public Comment: None 

Approval of Consent Agenda: Trustee Bolock made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda second by 

Trustee Christensen. Motion passed on a roll call vote, 7 ayes 0 nays.  

 

Commissioner’s Report: Commissioner Roseann Marchetti: One of Cass County’s K-9 Patrol retired. 

Said goodbye to Commissioner File. Rules of procedure were updated.  Former leader publications 

personnel Ambrosia Neldon now in charge of Cass County’s website and Facebook. Lawless Park 

received at grant for $428,600 for updating the park. Thanksgiving food give-a-way a big success, 

Christmas one to take place December 19th. 

Committee Board Reports:   

Wastewater: Brigid Forlenza: routine maintenance taking place, things going smoothly. 

Zoning Administrator: John Hanson: Short term rental renewals need to be done by January 1, 2023. 

Inspections taking place.15 rentals total. 

Ambulance: Trustee Stutsman: Looking to purchase a new gas ambulance. Jen Weed received a plaque 

for 20 years of service. Things are running smoothly.  

Police: Trustee Christensen: No report.  

Buildings & Grounds: Trustee Stutsman: Looking to get Landscaping Quotes to clean up township yard. 

Planning Commission: Trustee Bolock:  A special land use approved at meeting for a veterinarian office 

on M62. Davis postponed. The open house went great. 

Township Roads: Trustee Kozinski: Went out with Supervisor Marchetti, Bob Thompson and Joe 

Bellina to tour roads, looked at boat ramp on Brady Road to see about improving in 2023. 

Fire Board: John Hanson:  No report 

Parks Board: Trustee Kozinski: No report 

 

Old Business: Elkhart Road Project: Trustee Kozinski reported on progress of the Elkhart Road bike 

path.  Estimated costs were discussed.  Positive response from Open House. Trustee Kozinski made a 

motion to proceed with the Elkhart Rd project, Second by Trustee Stutsman, Motion passed on a roll call 

vote, 7 ayes 0 nays. 

 

New Business: 

Board of Review re-appointments: Patricia Bellaire, and Michael Mroczek were re-appointed to a 2-

year term. Trustee Stutsman made a motion to re-appoint, seconded by Trustee Kozinski. Roll call vote, 7 

ayes 0 nays. 

2023 Ontwa Township Poverty Guidelines: Trustee Bolock made a motion to adopt the 2023 poverty 

guidelines, second by Trustee Christensen.  Motion passed on a roll call vote, 7 ayes 0 nays. 

 

Ferndale Fencing: Trustee Kozinski made a motion to make improvements to Ferndale Park, including a 

fence, not to exceed $10,000.00. Second by Trustee Bolock. Motion passed on a roll call vote: 6 ayes 1 

nay by Supervisor Marchetti. 

 

Appointment to ZBA: Supervisor Marchetti made a motion to appoint Bill Mahaney to the ZBA board, 

with the resignation of Sandy Senor, a replacement was needed. Second by Trustee Bolock. Motion 

passed on a roll call vote: 7 ayes 0 nays.  
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Announcements: Next regular Township Board Meeting will be January 9th, Ambulance Board Meeting 

cancelled, Police Board Cancelled, Wastewater Board December 27th, Planning Commission January 3rd. 

 

Adjourn: Trustee Christensen made a motion to adjourn, second by Treasurer Leist. Meeting adjourned 

at 8:15 pm. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

_______________________________                                  Date Approved: _______________ 

 

Tina VanBelle, Ontwa Township Clerk 
 

      
    

                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


