








































 

 

Ontwa Township Planning Commission 

Cass County, MI 

 

“DRAFT” 

MINUTES 
 

Wednesday, October 4, 2017      Ontwa Township Hall 

7:00 PM        26225 US 12, Edwardsburg MI  

 

All Members Present:  Chris Marbach-Chair, Shane Szalai – Vice Chair, Sandra Seanor, Mike 

Mroczek, Don DeLong, Richard Gates, Bob Thompson, Dawn Bolock, Bill Mahaney, Brigid Forlenza-

recording secretary. 

 

Member Absent:  None 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Marbach at 7:00PM. 

 

Reading and approval of past minutes from August 2, 2017.  

 

Motion made by Sandra Seanor to approve minutes, seconded by Bob Thompson.  Motion carries. 

 

Land Divisions:  None 

 

New Business:   

 

Susan Broadbent presentation regarding automatic weapons used for target practice in her 

neighborhood, which is zoned R1A, spoke to concerns that Ontwa Township has no ordinances or rules 

governing gunfire in closely populated areas. 

 

Chairman Marbach passed out two ordinances to the board from other townships.  Chairman Marbach 

requested that the board review the documents over the next month and then the board will revisit this. 

 

Chief Westrick spoke regarding target shooting law that it is vague.  He did convey that the properties in 

that neighborhood are very close to have targets. 

 

Sandra Seanor suggested that this issue be addressed by the Ad-Hoc Committee that has reviewed the 

Master Plan and Ordinances.  The committee can reconvene to review this and other current issues.  

Chair Marbach agreed. 

 

 

Final Site Plan Review – Bentzer Properties LLC 

 

Bentzer LLC – Carl Bentzer owner of business on Section Street.  Last year he had completed one 

addition and now needs a second addition.  Business is good. 



 

 

Zoning Administrator, Leroy Krempec, spoke regarding plan and the fact this is the last time for 

Bentzer, as he is out of area to expand.  There was a small problem with driveway to setback, which was 

rectified.  The drainage is fine and zoning administrator approves of this. 

 

Chair Marbach asked if the addition will impede school system.   Mr. Bentzer replied no. 

 

Dick Gates asked what the business is to which Mr. Bentzer replied plastic injection moldings. 

 

Sandra Seanor made a motion to approve the final site plan.  Motion seconded by Dick Gates.  All in 

favor.  Motion carries. 

 

 

Old Business:  - None 

 

 

Committee Reports: 
  

 Bike and Pedestrian Committee – Mike Mroczek 

 

Still getting input from various stakeholders over the next month: 

Edwardsburg Sports Complex, Cass County Road Commission, NATs Staff, & Edwardsburg School 

 

Still planning to develop a public input meeting after obtaining various stakeholder comments in order 

to develop preliminary talking points. 

 

Ontwa Township Bike & Pedestrian Federal Aid projects 

 

 Ontwa Township Complete Street Phase I 

US 12 Edwardsburg Path to the Edwardsburg Sports Complex – Construction of a 10’ multi use plan 

Claire Street to the Sports Complex.  Construction Phase in FY 2018 

 

 Ontwa Township Complete Streets Phase 2 – TAP funds (Transportation Alternative 

Program) 

HAWK Signal at US 12 @ Claire Street, and Bike Pedestrian Pathway (south side of US 12 from 

Claire Street east to Section Street.  Proposed Construction Phase FY 2019/2020. 

 

 

Public Comments/Questions - None 

  

Announcements: 

 

Supervisor Jerry Marchetti – has been contacted by MDOT.  Meeting to be held in the Ontwa Township 

Hall regarding US 12 project in Village of Edwardsburg in spring of 2018.   

 



 

Supervisor Marchetti is currently working on getting Master Plan and Zoning Ordinance Books printed.   

 

Bob Thompson – M 62 to be done in 2018 from Edwardsburg to Cassopolis. 

 

 

  

 Adjournment: 

 

Hearing no additional announcements or comments, Chairman Marbach adjourned the meeting               

at 7:21 PM. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Brigid Forlenza  

Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 






